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Birds do it. Bees do it... 


So Phil Foglio, Diana Vick, and | were driving down the highway trying to come up with a viable title for this book 
"Animal Magnetism” was my favorite of what we'd come up with so far-- it certainly beat "Those Fucking Animais” by a 
mile. Then Diana piped up from the back seat. “You could call it ‘Wild Kingdom’ and get Reed Waller to do a cover 
with Omaha. Get it?” 

We got it. We loved it. And no matter how many times Diana said, “But it was all a joke,” nothing would deter us 
from using the title. So, we had a name and we had a cover concept -- which unfortunately didn't work out; Reed 
wanted to keep Omaha's appearances to her own title -- but what to put in it? 

| approached a few ‘names’ at first: people | felt would do really good work and get it in on time (okay, so I've gotten 
a tad more interested in putting books out on schedule lately...). Besides Reed, Stan Sakai and Steve Gallacci were a 
couple of early invitees, Truth to tell, it was Stan who originally gave me the idea for the book at a Fantagraphics 

party He was much too busy to 
contribute, it seems he was looking 


forward to doing a book for the European 
market. Now, of course, he's got the 
Wi é (a) upcoming Space Usagi from Tundra 

Steve, though, was ready to 
mh vax Ut contribute, and knew exactly what he was 
y going to do: Beatrix! That worried me. 
Beatrix, | knew, was a superhero rabbit 
whose otherworldly costume protected her 
from all contact with the outside world. 
That might make sex just a wee bit-- 
unrewarding. But no worries, said Steve, 
we were going to see a pre-suit story 

Then we started looking for other 
stories. And looking. Oh, we received a 
lot of submissions, but most of them didn’t 
tell a story, or didn't have any sex, or had 
sex that we couldn't accept (child porn, for 
instance). Finally, though, Paul Kidd 
came through with a delightful tale that 
Terrie Smith illustrated, and Diana (no 
relation) Vick and | came up with a pirate 
fox story. We were on the move! 

Enjoy Wild Kingdom! In future issues 
lock for more work by all of us, as well as 
Doug Rice & Hilary Barta, Chuck Melville, 
and many more. 

Birds do it. Bees do it. What? Why, 
fall in love, of course. That's what the 
song says. But before, during, and after 
that, they're doing-- what comes naturally! 


"Don’tcha know I’m dyin’ for it?" 
Fact: Female ferrets do not live through Edd Vick 
their first estrus unless they are fertilized or 
sterilized. Ain't life a bitch? 
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FINALLY YOU CAN ¥ pb HE mouse | |REALLY CAN... 
SHOW ME LOVE/ Al MY DREAMS, 


A CASTLE? A 
fEAL CASTLE? 
He Mey 


A LOVER JO HOLD 
Mex hear, 


WILD PLACE TO j @s 

CALL OUR OWN... Z : 
(GIGGLE!) OH/MMMMM — 
IT TICKLES! YOU HAV 
SUCH NICE TEETH. 


YOU CLIMBED 
ALL THE _WAY UP 


you SEEM $0 sap! 


SHHH 
JUST LOVE ME. LOVE 
ME LIKE | HAVE DREAMED. 
LET ME MAKE YOU HAPPY. 
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MY, BEL (NDA! YOU DO 
LOOK BRIGHT AND GAY 
THIS MORNING! ONE 
HOPES YOUR HOM, 
WORK IS ALL DOI 


THEN YOU MUST ¥ 
4 HAVE IT SEEN +0. 
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WHAT. WAS_ THE 
CAPITAL OF ASSYRIA? 


Fre PIRATICAL LIFE IS 
WOT ALL SEA BATTLES AND 
BURIED L0oT, SOMETIMES 
CALMER SEAS PREVAIL AND 
THE MISSION IS A SIMPLE 

ONE. OF RETURNING A K]DNAP 
VICTIM FOR A HEFTY RANSOM, 
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THE CAPTAIN 15 BELOW 
DECKS MAKING SURE 
THAT EVERYTHING - 
1S SHIP-SHAPE,.. 
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TO HOIST ANCHOR 
AGAIN, MATE? 
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THERES THE COEUR GRAVE, 
ELYING A PARLE ¥ FLAG, RIGHT ON 
SCHEDULE. / ASSUME THE FLUFFY PIECE, 
ON DECK 1S YOUR FIANCEE, €H 
~ PHILIPPE ? e 


<OH, MON CAPITAINE, 

CAN WE NOT PLAY JUST 

QNE MORE GAME OF,” 
“WALK-THE “PLANK? > 


/ 


TLL TAKE M 
SHARE BELOW 


SPLIT THE 
GooTY AMONG 
THE CREW. 


Beatrix Farmer, the Early Years 


by Steve Gallacc 


Besides, | know you, 
You can't go a week without some 


W Condom jokes serious socializing, 


aren't my idea of a 
good time. 
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Lettering by Heather Hudson 


/ The-- uh, hot > 
tub's over here. = 


Maybe this party \\/ 
Liss bea oe loss, 


‘Oooh, this 
is nice. 
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--even a good 
neck rub... 
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Now you're’S 

tubbing me the 
wrong way. 


s ~ 
00k, sport, this isn?) 
a petting 200. 
Se feet 
You've caught my 


interest, but I'm not here to 
entertain the rubes, 
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is my apartment 
more appropriate?, 


Mmmhmm, 
what's on my party) 
animal's mind now? 


How about | scratch 
your back and you... 3 


That was nice, © 
(but let's try scratching 
a little lower. 


Several action-packed weeks later. 


Let's boogie! 


ell, | wanted 1¢ 
talk to you, too, 


No you didn’t. Those 
hands are heat-seeking 
missiles! 


‘Can't | at least close 
the door first? 


That ain't all 
hat's coming up. 


| hoped we 
could go somewhere) 
interesting. 
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No! I'm talking 
about a real outing 


Monterey, maybe 
Big Sur. 


They got good discos? 


I've got all this, 
polyester screaming 
to get strutted. 


Don't you want to see the sights? 
Candlelit dinners? Cozy evenings, 
by the fireplace? 


The video to 
‘Joan of Arc’ is not what | 
had in mind. 


I dunno, 
it’s such a chunk] 


ides, why do we 
have to go alll that 


way just to fuck? 


‘Just to--'! 
Jesus, Ralph, you're suc 
knob sometimes! 


Well, there’s a Brecht’ 
playing at the Rep. 


factually, Brecht is 
‘oh, never mind. 


Whassa matter, Much later. 
You stopped) | 
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J One-two-one-two, 
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Gee, did we knock\L 
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Oh! | get it, 
‘and we do the Argentine Flyswatter a 
in the back row. 
. 
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Say, you wanna ‘wa 
catch a movie? 
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Ooh! The new 
Gutsquisher flick, Sg thought we'd actual 


Been a while since I've 
seen the Argentine Flyswatter 
‘round these parts, 


Sheesh. This 
vixen's got the intellectual capacity 
of a coral polyp. 


Hiya, Ralphy. Sigh. | really 
Can | come ovey ought to date within my 


Can't seem 
to get Bea out of 


r i 
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Ti have z 
to pass. 


Ah-- could 
you at least stay tr 


“You realize | just ‘i 


‘came by to pick up the} 
last of my stuff. 


That too. But | would 
mind talking about post-Soviet Czechy 
cinema over dinner, eithg 


/ Can this be the’ 


same Ralph | know) 
and loathe? — 


No, this is the new, improved 
Ralph, complete with a life. 


Dig in, 
Vl provide the after- 
dinner mint! 


i 
ell, at least 
it's not a condom 
joke. 
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